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MIEMORANDUM ¥OR: Chief, Manufseturing end SBervices Pdviklon, ORR

ATTENTION H

FROM 4 Chief, CTA/PID (NPIC)

SUBJECT t Lhase-Tsona Duong Road
REFERENCES 4 ia)‘; yaequire;nent Ro. ORR/302/63-

h)_, Project No. € 1121/63

1. This memmnﬁum is in raspcnse to the refercnced requirement
mquaeatinm .

a. The preparstion c;f sanctsted maps and text in&ica.’cizzg the align—
ment end condition of the road conuecting Lhasa (29 398 = 91 00K} to Poona
ﬁ*@ns (27 598 = 51 59E)

b. Indicate any roads in the ares which sppear to bé under construction
m:' mmﬂy completed,

¢. Descridbe any rc.edr.* leading from Chinu into Inaia..

- 2. The Lhusa-Tscma Dzong Raod, the principel supply route into the NEFA
plain from Lhuss, pruceeds southweet from Lhasa slong the west bank of the
Gya Chu {River) through Chusul Dzong (29 23N - 90 WLE). Just south of Chusul
‘Dzong the rosd crosses the Brahmeputra Rlver by means of a long pontoon bridge
at Chaksam Comps (29 20N = 50 kZB), and proceeds custward along the scuth
ghore of the Bruhmeputra (Tesngpo) River to Teeteng (29 15T « 91 LGE), Here
the rosd turns sharply southwerd through Dugyeling ¢ (28 58N - 31 5LR),
Kanksng Pass (20 h3H - 92 058), Tscns Dzong, sad through the Bum Ls. Pass
(a7 bin - 9N 548), into the HEFA Plaln.

%. The section betwsen Lhaca and Toetung is & two lane, graled, earth
gurface road probably reinforced with gravel or eruched stene. The section
between Toetung southward thrcugh Teonz Dzong is a singleeluane fmproved roud.
The width of this rovad widens %t twoe-lsnes for short eiretches; hawever, it
must be c:msidared as eBlagle-lane,

Declass Review by NGA.
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L, The Lhasa. to Tsona Dzung road eppears to bave most major stresms
. dbridged; hovever, some spall streams are not bridged end the bridges that
wvere visible sppeared to be of llghter constructicn than those found be-
tveen Ch'ang-tu and Lbase and cther sain supply soubes into Tibet from
China.

5. Bouthwestwerd from Tsona Dzong, & well defined, but narrov (sing].e—
lsns) road proceeds through Trims (27 52§ - 91 5LE) apd comnects with the
main road at 27 26N - 91 S54R. This road would provide an important slternate
route for the main road into the border area and; although it does have many
steop grades, sharp curves, and ssveral serles of switchbaeks, the rovad
appasred vell mainta.imd

6. Important branch réads are 68 follows:

a. Chitishio (29 10N - 91 I0E) to Lhakhang Dz (28 ohN - 91 C3E).
This road appears to be very poor between Chitiship and Paltl Teo
(Lake). Eastward to Trigu Too, slthough there does not appear to be
eny improvement made to the rvad surfacs, the terrein iz so level
snd the earth surface so smooth, that the road would have to be con-
sidered a good supply route, There arxe very few heavy grades, sharp
curves and no switchbacks cbserved or this section. The rosd skirts
the west shore of Trigu Tao (Lske), then turns southwestwsrd to Lhake
lang Dz. This section of the rosd fullows gemernlly in river valleys
and, although i1t traversss very rugged terraln, the roed doss not
‘have & great mumber of sharp curves, eteep grades or switchbacks.
This gection of the Chitichio-Lhakhang Dz rusd appears to be & much
batter road thaa the northern sscticn. The roadbed has had conside
arable vork end eecticns of this road approached two lanes in width.
South of Lhakhang to the India borier the r::aaﬁ is uninproved-little
b&tter than & pack-aniasl) trail.

b.. Ancther supply route proceeding into the border ares from the

"main - Lhasa to Tsona Dzong - yoad, is & road connecting Dagyeling G
(28 SBN - 91 5LE) with Asafilia (25 22% - 93 15E}). This rcad xuns
generally into river valleys, high moutainous plateaus and inter-moun-
tain basins., Thera are several long stretches through mountain passes
vhers traffic would be sloved-down and losds limited by steep grades,
sharp curves and switchbacke., There 18 a streteh of approximately 25
miles between Sang Choling G (28 338 - 93 OOE), where the road shovs
a8 great deal of construction work. This 25 nmile section is two-lone
in width over much of its route and appravs to be well wmaintained.
This rvad, together vith the aliernate road leading from the msain
(Ihasa~Teons Dzong) road provide considerable supply-pctantial into
this bordar sector,

. All other ruada are plotted on mep GIA/PID/IB-P-‘;'QQ/&S. The
map legend explains the condition of the road. Secunldary or WniEProv-
~ ed roads in this area somotimes provide better supply routes than do .
dmproved roads. In many cases, rouds ave lmproved cnly where they

-

. | * ,. o ‘ rl&j Sg-n""""}" ':.,,
Approved For Release 2004/03/26 : cm&Jvrmz:#mm 200020021-8 .




25X1 -

Ty oLind! |

o

~ Approved For Release 2004/03/26 : CIA-RDP78T04743A000200020021-8

' .. cross through difficult terrein. Although the rcad surface may be

woll defined om photography, the improved road has heavy grades, sharp
curves and switchbacks; wheress, the unimproved road, traversing high
movnteinous plateaus, river valleys or level inter-mountain basing with
. their hari-pscked, ‘well-drained soll needs little or no Improvements 1o

provids & better than adeguate supply route.
The photo anslyst on the project

7. This project is cc{nsiderea cenpletad,

was! |. vhy nay be coutacted cn|
£ ar gquestivas regerding this prrject.

ENCLOSURES §

1 annotated map CIA/PID/IB-P-522/63
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